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Welcome
The Pippin church of Christ extends to you a
cordial welcome. We hope the services have
been uplifting, and you will want to return at
every opportunity.
Our purpose in meeting is to worship God in
Spirit and in truth. God is a Spirit, and they
that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit
and Truth. John 4:24
How to Become a Christian
Hear the Word - Romans 10:17
Believe - Mark 16:15
Repent of Past Sins - Luke 13:3
Confess - Romans 10:9
Be Baptized - Acts 2:38
Remain Faithful - Revelation 2:10
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AM 1400 WHUB - Sundays @ 9:05AM
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If you’ve spent any time in the churches of Christ, you’re undoubtedly familiar with the
steps of salvation presented in this order. And of course it’s true, we are called by God’s Word
to do each of these things as part of becoming a Christian. But there’s one “step” we don’t tend
to include despite it undoubtedly being something critically important. In fact, without taking
this other step, a person should not have any expectation of going to heaven. It’s a step that
should be the foundation for all of the other steps, but sometimes it’s skipped entirely. Though
we might think it to be something that is understood, it really isn’t.
A person simply can’t be saved if they don’t have a love for God. Jesus called loving
God the greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37-38). When questioned by the Rich Young
Ruler, Jesus saw a man who claimed to have kept the commandments perfectly… so Jesus
challenged his love for God by making the man choose between his possessions and the
Lord. At the end of his first Corinthian letter, Paul added that “If anyone does not love the Lord,
He is to be accursed” (1 Corinthians 16:22). It wouldn’t be a stretch to say that the entire point
of the Bible was to show God’s love for us that we may understand it and love Him in return.
We’ve likely all been there at a time in our lives, knowing that we aren’t loving God as we
should. But the point is that our love will grow over time that the more we understand about
Him and what He’s done for us the more we appreciate, admire, and adore Him. Unfortunately,
I’ve seen far too many people (and one would be too many, though the number is more than
that) who never even started with a love for God. At times we can be so quick to give people
the steps to salvation and a correct understanding of doctrine that we fail to help them develop
an adoration of Jesus Christ, which is really what all of this is about.
“But how can you judge a person’s heart?” one might ask. Jesus said that we will know
people by their fruits. Can we really say that someone who refuses to make assembling with
the church a priority is bearing the fruit that comes from a love for God? What about the
person who shows no sign of regeneration, immediately falling back into their old ways of sin?
What about those of us who grew up in the church and knew all about God and the Bible and
yet never really developed a deep and abiding love for Him? Consider how a love for God
changes the spirit behind each of the typically discussed steps. When we’re operating out of a
love for God first and foremost…
• Hearing the Word of God isn’t a one-time thing, something just relegated to Sundays, or
an obligation we have to complete each day. Instead the Word becomes to us what it was to
the Psalmist in Psalm 119, who was overflowing with praises about his love of God’s
testimonies and statutes, saying, “Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.”
(Psalm 119:97)
• Believing isn’t merely a mental acknowledgment of the existence of God, but an
acceptance and adoration of all that He is. We believe in His love for us, and therefore we
submit to His ways because we know they are what are best for our lives.
• Repentance isn’t just a call to say “I’m sorry” about the things in our past and “I’ll try
harder” not to do them in the future, but an opportunity to show God our deep sorrow for
violating His commandments and a strong desire to be formed into different people.
• Confession isn’t saying “I believe Jesus is the Son of God” before being baptized, but
accepting that He is the Lord and being willing to stand up and make that claim on a daily
basis because we are proud to be His children.
• Baptism isn’t just a moment we can look upon to feel safe about going to heaven as it often
becomes. Instead, when fueled by that love, we see it as the moment of our adoption as
God’s children, the point at which we take a new family name (Christian) and were given
every spiritual blessing and the hope of the eternal inheritance He has prepared for His
own (Ephesians 1).
• Living faithfully isn’t something we do out of a sense of requirement, but what we can’t
help but do because of His great love for us. (1 John 4:19)
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HAZEL BILLINGSLY - mother of Amy Medley and Marsha Spurlock, was recently
taken to the hospital. She has pneumonia and a lung infection.
HULAN FLATT - has recently been out due to health problems.
JUDY PHILLIPS - aunt of Kale Burchett, is undergoing her final rounds of
chemotherapy and will soon have a bone marrow transplant.
THOSE BATTLING ONGOING HEALTH ISSUES - Betty Long (friend of the Bybee
family), Burt Montgomery (co-worker of Josh Lawson), Cathy Phillips (cousin of
Geneva Smallwood), Herbie Fox (nephew of Geneva Smallwood), John and Doris
Stafford, Junior and Pearl Sherfield, Karma Carter (wife of Jonathan Carter, nephew
of Denise York), Marie Eckel, Pam Heidel (friend of Betty Boswell)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tonight - Soup & Chili Fellowship
There will be a soup and chili fellowship meal tonight after the evening services. Please
make plans to attend. A sign-up sheet for soups and other items has been placed in the
foyer.
February 17 - Middle Tennessee Friday Night Singing
Findley church of Christ in Sparta, TN will host a Friday night singing on February 17 at
7:00pm. Refreshments following the singing.
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Happy Birthday

March 3rd - 5th - Marriage Seminar
Crossville church of Christ will host a marriage seminar March 3 - 5 with guest speaker
Jim Dearman.
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Pippin church of Christ Podcast Now Available
The Pippin church of Christ Podcast is now available on iTunes. A podcast is a digital
audio recording that's available for free on your computer, phone, or tablet. All
sermons preached at Pippin will be available for download and listening. To subscribe
to the podcast, use the "Podcasts" app on your iPhone or use iTunes on your computer.

The Forgotten Step of Salvation continued…
Our entire understanding of Christianity is only put in its proper perspective if
that love for God is in place in our lives. Every Sunday there are thousands of people
who gather to worship God who can check each of the boxes of the so-called steps of
salvation. Sadly, the number of people who would also be able to claim a love for God
in addition to the other steps is going to be smaller than the original number, possibly
significantly so. If your love for God has lessened over the years, if you sit in the pew
and feel nothing, if you feel no draw to read your Bible or pray, I hope you’ll keep this
most critical step of salvation in mind.
Please know I don’t write this article from a place of judgment, but one of
introspection that I wanted to share to hopefully benefit others as these thoughts have
convicted me. My own love for God is something that I am constantly trying to develop,
as I wrote a couple years ago. It should be every Christian’s goal to love Him more each
day, and as we reach out to the lost to help bring them to Christ, too, may we never let
them skip the most important step.

Daily Bible Reading
Exodus 14-15; Matthew 26:36-75
Exodus 16-18; Matthew 27:1-26
Exodus 19-20; Matthew 27:27-50
Exodus 21-22; Matthew 27:51-66
Exodus 23-24; Matthew 28
Exodus 25-26; Mark 1:1-22
Exodus 27-28; Mark 1:23-45

Question for the Week
According to Jeremiah, where could one find
balm?

Answer to Previous Question
How long did David reign as king in Hebron?
7 years & 6 months; 1 Chr. 3:4
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